
Hello Prospective MV Trumpet! 

The 2018 Trumpet Leadership would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Virginia 
Tech and congratulate you on becoming a Hokie!  We are excited that you have chosen to 
audition for the Marching Virginians, and even more excited that you have chosen to audition 
for the trumpet section.  Being a member of the Marching Virginians is an experience unlike 
any other at Virginia Tech.  You will find yourself surrounded by students dedicated to 
academics, community service, and of course, Hokie Pride. As a section, we are made up of 
passionate, positive individuals that support each other and love what we do. It takes hard 
work and dedication to be a part of this ensemble and you will be rewarded with life-long 
friendships and the unique ability to represent Virginia Tech on a national stage. 

The band is passionate about much more than just Hokie Football.  The Marching Virginians 
have been appropriately labeled as the Spirit of Tech because the band is dedicated to both 
pumping up the crowds on game day as well as promoting the school’s motto, Ut Prosim (that 
I may serve), by reaching out to the community.  The MV’s are involved with service projects 
such as “Hokies for the Hungry” as well as many other small volunteer performances 
throughout the year.  Contributing to these efforts in addition to getting the fans excited 
about the team is a truly fulfilling experience.   

Signing up for the Marching Virginians is a large time commitment and we are looking for 
talented individuals who bring energy and enthusiasm to every performance.  We learn a new 
show every game, making it necessary to rehearse 5 evenings a week for an hour and a half.  
With the help of our brand new director, Polly Middleton, the drum majors, and student 
leadership, rehearsals are fun and laid back.  The members of the Marching Virginians 
represent many different majors and everyone plays a part in helping each other navigate 
their academic careers. As a part of the band, you will have the opportunity to meet people 
in your classes as well as get advice on everything from course request to taking on the Math 
Empo.  

For the past 24 years the MV’s have performed in bowl games across the country including the 
Orange Bowl (’08 & ’10) and the Sugar Bowl (’12) as well as numerous ACC Championship 
games (such as the VT vs. Clemson game in Orlando in 2016!) This year is sure to mark 
another memorable year for the band and for Hokie football! 

It is important to have the necessary supplies for band camp and the rest of the season (all of 
which are listed on the website).  Your audition will be based off music, marching, and 
attitude so do all you can to prepare for band camp! The audition materials should be printed 
out and practiced to prepare for your music audition that will take place before the start of 
band camp.  This year’s audition will include excerpts from three of the following pieces: 
Tech Triumph, VPI Victory March, Copeland Colors, September, and Carry on my Wayward Son. 
Due to the band director switch, all audition materials may not be on the website yet. We are 
working as fast as we can! 

1st, 2nd, and 3rd parts are attached in the audition materials, and you may audition on any part 
that you would like, but auditioning on a part does not guarantee placement into that part.  
Music is a huge part of your audition for the MVs.  Personnel decisions are made largely by 
student leadership and being a proficient player is one of the most important aspects in being 
a part of our section.  Be sure to get your endurance up, we do a lot of playing during 
camp!  

Each member of the Trumpet Leadership is so excited that you plan on auditioning for this 
great ensemble.  Contact information for each member of leadership may be found on the 
next page.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us by email! 



GO HOKIES! 

Your 2018 Trumpet Leadership  

Section Leaders 

Matt Forrest  
Fairfax, VA  
Mechanical Engineering 
mforr97@vt.edu  

Keshav Shah  
Chesapeake, VA  
Chemical Engineering 
skeshav9@vt.edu  
 

Rank Captains 

Jacob Stubbs 
Pearisburg, VA 
Computer Science 
sjacob5@vt.edu 

Skylar Manteuffel  
Gaithersburg, MD 
Aerospace Engineering 
skylarm8@vt.edu 

Zoe Moeller 
Troutville, VA 
Hospitality Tourism Management 
zoem302@vt.edu  

Jon Searfoss 
Mount Cobb, PA 
Computer Science 
seajon16@vt.edu 

Kent McDonough 
Williamsburg, VA 
Computer Science 
kent07@vt.edu   

Nick Ramy  
Londonderry, NH 
Aerospace Engineering 
ramdude@vt.edu 

Sally Owen 
King George, VA 
Computer Engineering 
osally99@vt.edu 
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